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Spiders are all around us. There are over thirty-five thousand different species, and one study of
homes in South Carolina found spiders present in one hundred percent of them! Most spiders
do not pose a threat to humans and are actually quite helpful in keeping populations of other
bugs in check.

However, there are some species whose bites and venom can be extremely dangerous. There
is a common misconception that the Daddy Long Legs is the most venomous spider but that
their fangs can’t pierce human skin. In truth, Daddy Long Legs do occasionally bite people.
However, their venom will produce a mild irritation at worst.

According to scientists, the most venomous spider on the planet today is actually the Brazilian
Wandering Spider, which got its name because it roams the forest floor looking for prey. A single
bite from one of these spiders and you will instantly feel pain. Immediate symptoms include
inflammation of the skin with severe burning and redness, goose bumps, and sweating. Their
venom is strong enough to quickly kill bugs, birds, small rodents, and even young children! But
in adults, the venom generally takes longer to work. As it courses through the bloodstream,
further symptoms like blurred vision, nausea, erratic heartbeats, chills, and uncontrollable
shaking can occur. There have even been instances of a strange side-effect in men where it can
make your you-know-what painfully swell and cause permanent damage! While the symptoms
are very unpleasant, actual deaths from Brazilian Wandering Spider bites are rare.

Out of the more than 7,000 bites that have been reported, there are only ten deaths that have
been attributed to the Brazilian Wandering Spider. That said, medical treatment is still required
so that an anti-venom can be administered. And while Brazilian Wandering Spiders are only
native to South America, there have been news stories of them travelling along with banana
shipments to other countries. So the next time you’re picking out fruit at the grocery store, you
may want to be extra careful.

Listening Script

Welcome everyone I know that you were about to head off to hike in the Australian bush. No
doubt this will be an interesting and memorable experience for you. On the whole, the Australian
bush is relatively safe for humans. However, it would not be entirely true to say that it is
completely without danger. Although there are no man-eating lions are rampaging elephants in
the Australian bush there are some animals that can be dangerous if you are a lucky enough to
encounter and disturbed them. So in my talk today we're going to give you some information
about these special animals and a few tips on what to do if someone is bitten.

Many people hate spiders and snakes. They see them as dangerous and deadly and try to get
rid of them. I am not a pest exterminator and I am a naturalist and happen to think that
scorpions are beautiful and that snakes and spiders are fascinating.



Animals that are dangerous to us predators which means they prey on other animals for food.
To do this they need weapons to kill their prey; sharp teeth, strong claws, or poison. By the way,
did you ever stopped to think that humans are predators too? We also killed for food. However,
we don't actually do the kill ourselves modern humans just need to make a trip to the local
market. Unlike us, most predators have to do their killing the hard way by catching their food in
the wild when they are hungry. For most snakes and spiders the common weapon is venom. Of
course, humans are not food for spiders and snakes.

In fact, if humans disturb or threaten them, they will usually try to escape. But they may also use
their weapons to defend themselves. So because we know this we need to know how to defend
ourselves against them too. This does not mean however that we need to kill them.


